CITY OF HIGH POINT
PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT
STAFF REPORT
CERTIFICATE OF APPROPRIATENESS CA-22-05
April 13, 2022
Request
Applicant: Dennis Whitman
Owner(s): Dennis Whitman and Sheila
329 Woodrow Avenue
Thorton
Proposal: A request to construct a new deck with pergola on the rear of house and construct a
new pressure-treated wood privacy fence in the rear yard.
Description of Property
The house at 329 Woodrow Avenue is a large two-story brick house in the Eclectic style with a
pyramidal hip roof with hipped dormers on three sides, boxed bracketed eaves, a Classical style
entrance stoop, and a balustraded deck across the front wrapping around the side to a Classical
style side porch. The home was built by James Walter Hinkle and his wife Desta in 1927 using
plans furnished by the Snow Lumber Company. The property includes a matching 1-1/2 story
brick garage with a hipped roof with hipped dormer windows on three sides. (Information from
Sherrod Park Local Designation Report by Longleaf Historic Resources, Ruth Little and Todd
Johnson, 1990).
Details of Proposal
The applicant is requesting a Certificate of Appropriateness (COA) to construct a new deck with
pergola across the rear of the house and construct a new wood privacy fence in a portion of the
rear yard. In 2020, the applicant received a COA to remove a concrete slab, metal entry landing
and stairs, and a freestanding wood pergola that were located in the rear yard. The applicant has
removed these features from the rear yard. In 2020, the applicant also received a COA to
construct a new deck and pergola that was to be attached to the rear of the house measuring 22
feet in width and 12 feet in depth. The applicant was unable to complete the deck and pergola
within the 12 month COA approval period and is now requesting approval of the same size deck
and pergola structure with a few modifications. Previously, the front of the deck was to be
supported by four brick columns. 6-inch by 6-inch treated wood posts were to be located on each
brick column to support the pergola structure. The applicant now proposes to support the deck
and pergola with 6 by 6 treated wood posts instead of brick columns. The deck and pergola are
proposed to be constructed of treated pine and have treated wood handrails with black aluminum
pickets. Trex composite decking is proposed for the deck floor. A 4-foot landing is proposed
adjacent to the rear entry door with the deck 2-4 steps lower than the landing. The deck is
proposed to be 2-4 steps above the grade of the backyard.
A 6-foot high wood privacy fence composed of 6 by 6 pressure-treated wood posts and vertical
slats with a horizontal cap is proposed to completely enclose the rear yard when combined with
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the existing 8-foot high concrete wall. Four pressure-treated wood gates are also proposed to
access the rear yard.
Staff Analysis and Comment
Historically, the connection between indoor and outdoor spaces was achieved with a front or side
porch or an uncovered terrace. Uncovered decks located to the rear of existing houses began to
be built in the mid-twentieth century to define outdoor gathering spaces. Decks are traditionally
constructed at the first-floor level of the house and constructed of unpainted wood. To avoid
compromising the architectural integrity of the historic residence and the district, the Design
Standards state that the design and construction of modern decks should be undertaken with
careful attention to the siting of the deck and preservation of the home’s historic materials
through proper design and construction.
The Design Standards also state that decks should be sited discreetly in a rear yard to minimize
their visibility from the street. The scale of the deck should be proportional to the residence and
the overall ratio of built to open space should not be significantly altered by construction of the
deck. Significant site features, including mature trees, brick and stone walls or outbuildings
should be avoided and care taken to minimize the impact of construction activity on these
features. Decks should also be designed as contemporary elements that are compatible with the
historic building, but also differentiated from it. New decks should also be constructed to be selfsupporting to ensure minimal physical damage to the historic building.
The applicant’s proposed deck replaces a metal landing with curved stairs located on each side of
the landing. The proposed 12-foot by 22-foot deck and pergola structure is proposed to be
located entirely in the rear yard and located behind the one-story hip-roofed addition located on
the rear façade. The overall scale of the deck and pergola will occupy less area in the rear yard
than the concrete patio and pergola previously located in the rear yard. The proposed deck and
pergola, by being located approximately halfway between the ground and the first floor, also
lessens the structure’s impact and visibility from neighboring properties than if the structure was
built entirely at the same elevation as the first floor. No trees or significant site features appear to
be impacted by the proposed deck and pergola. Also, the proposed design of the deck and
pergola is compatible to the historic character of the applicant’s residence, but utilizes enough
new materials, such as the black aluminum pickets, to differentiate itself from the historic
structure. The applicant has indicated that the deck would be attached to the rear wall of the
house. There is a concern that by attaching the deck to the rear wall of the house more physical
damage to the historic building will occur than is necessary and structural failures of the deck
could impact the historic residence.
The following design guidelines for decks are relevant to the applicant’s request to construct a
new deck and pergola located adjacent to the rear wall of the residence:
1. Site and construct decks so they do not detract from the overall historic character of the
historic building, district, or landmark and so that the historic fabric of the district of
landmark property and its character-defining features and details are not obscured or
damaged.
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2. Design decks to be structurally self-supporting to minimize their impact on the historic
building and so they may be removed in the future without damage to the historic
building.
3. Minimize the visibility of new residential decks from the street by locating them on noncharacter-defining elevations, typically the rear elevation, and insetting them from the
corners of the historic building.
4. Design and detail decks and associated railings and steps to be deferential to and also
compatible with the historic building in material, scale, and proportion.
5. Design decks to align generally with the historic building’s first floor level. Visually tie
the deck or the porch to the historic building with compatible foundation materials and
screen from view with foundation plantings or lattice panels.
6. Site and configure decks so they do not require removal of a significant site feature or
historic building element such as a mature tree or porch.
7. Design new decks to a size and scale that does not significantly change the proportion of
the original built area to open space for the building site.
The Design Standards state that fences and walls serve both utilitarian and decorative functions
as a means of overcoming changes in topography as well as defining the boundaries of building
sites and green spaces. When fences are deemed necessary, either to enhance the site or increase
security, the location, material, dimension, opacity, and design should be considered, specifically
in comparison with existing historic walls and fences in the district. The Standards also state that
it is important to consider the age and architectural style of the building as well as the overall
character of the district.
The following design standard for Fences and Walls is relevant to the applicant’s request to
construct a 6-foot high privacy fence composed of 6 by 6 treated wood posts and vertical slats
with a horizontal cap to completely enclose the rear yard when combined with the existing 8-foot
high concrete wall:
8.

Introduce compatible new fences and walls constructed of traditional materials only in
locations and configurations that are characteristic of the district. Keep the height of new
fences and walls consistent with the height of traditional fences and walls in the district.

Prior to approval of any Certificate of Appropriateness request, the Commission must make a
finding that the applicant’s proposed work is congruent with the special character of the Sherrod
Park Historic District and is in compliance with the Historic District Design Standards. Issuance
of a construction permit is required prior to construction of the proposed deck and pergola and
issuance of a fence permit is required prior to installation of any new fencing.
Recommendation
Staff recommends approval of the requested Certificate of Appropriateness to construct a new
pressure-treated wood deck and pergola on the rear of house and construct a new pressure-treated
Page 3 of 4

Staff Report
April 13, 2022

CA-22-05
Dennis Whitman

wood privacy fence in the rear yard. Staff recommends approval of the Certificate of
Appropriateness request because the request is congruent with the Sherrod Park Historic District
and the Historic District Design Standards based on the following:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

The proposed 12-foot by 22-foot deck and pergola structure is located entirely in the rear
yard and located behind the one-story hip-roofed addition located on the rear façade and
therefore minimizes its visibility from Woodrow Avenue and neighboring properties;
The size of the deck and pergola will occupy less area in the rear yard than the concrete
patio and pergola previously located on the site and decreases the amount of built area to
open space on the property;
The visibility of the proposed deck and pergola from neighboring properties is lessened
due to the deck’s height being approximately halfway between the ground and the first
floor;
No trees or significant site features appear to be impacted by the proposed deck and
pergola;
The proposed design of the deck and pergola is compatible with the historic character of
the applicant’s residence, but it utilizes enough new materials, such as the black
aluminum pickets, to differentiate itself from the historic structure;
The fence as proposed will not negatively impact the Woodrow Avenue streetscape due
to its proposed location being limited to the rear yard; and
The design and proposed 6-foot height of the pressure-treated wood fence is similar to
many other rear yard fences within the Sherrod Park District.
Report Preparation

This report was prepared by Planning and Development Department staff member David J.
Fencl, AICP and reviewed by Christopher Andrews, AICP.
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329 Woodrow Avenue
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329 Woodrow Avenue – CA-22-05

Front or south elevation

Front elevation of detached garage and rear yard
1

329 Woodrow Avenue – CA-22-05

Rear or north elevation

Overall view of rear yard and location of proposed fence viewed from driveway

2

329 Woodrow Avenue – CA-22-05

Location of proposed deck and pergola viewed from driveway

3

