
APRIL 2016

 W H A T ’ S  H A P P E N I N G  A R O U N D  Y O U R  C I T Y

Spring Market has made
its way into High Point.
  

The City is starting 
work on the Main Street 
Project.

The High Point Police 
Department is recognized 
in Governing Magazine.  

The US Navy was on Oak 
Hollow Lake!  

The Fire Department 
inducts its 45th 
graduating class  
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Shirrell Williams: GCS Volunteer of the Month

City of High Point Employees not only represent the City during regular work hours, we  
always represent the City when we are outside of City Hall and out in the community.  
We want to congratulate one of our own for taking that extra step when it comes to 
volunteering in her community!
As an advocate for youth, Shirrell Williams devotes several days of the week to inspire 
and motivate parents and students at Aycock Middle. Williams can be found at Aycock 
in the mornings talking with parents about new activities, during the day mentoring 
8th grade students and after the school day ends having discussions with parents and 
school leaders about how Aycock can provide a full package for success to its students.
Williams has been volunteering at least three to four days a week 
at Aycock Middle since 2013. She serves in various capacities such 
as PTSA President, PTSA Student Club Advisor, 2nd Vice President 
of the Guilford County Council of PTAs and the school’s 8th Grade 
Committee Chair. In the community, she volunteers as the director 
of Triad Elite Ballerz, a girls and boys Amateur Athletic Union (AAU) 
basketball team and as a parent representative for her son’s 
basketball and golf teams. Her involvement at Aycock Middle 
along with her commitment to youth in the community 
not only demonstrates leadership, it also builds character 
and confidence in its students.
“Although she works full-time, Shirrell manages 
to give another 100% of herself volunteering and 
invigorating our PTSA,” says Mary Ann Adams, a 
member of the community who nominated Williams. 
“She is a true mentor and tutor to students and a 
resource to parents.” 
Join with me in congratulating Shirrell Williams for 
being the Guilford County Schools Volunteer of the 
Month for April and always being willing to go the 
extra mile when assisting our users here at the City!

 



CITY OF HIGH POINT
ENGINEERING SERVICES
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The City of High Point will be starting a revitalization project along 
Main Street between Westwood Street and Parkway Ave.  This major 
project will focus on underground infrastructure upgrades for water, 
sewer, gas, communication and power.  The scope of the project 
is estimated to take 14 months and will involve the cooperation 
of multiple departments in order to pull off. Thank you in advance 
to each and every department involved in this large project!  The 
Communications and Public Engagement (CPE) office has notified the 
public on when the project would start, what  details are involved and 
how the public could receive information through public meetings set 
up at the library.  

Scott Dingus, project lead, being interview by 
Fox 8.  Terry Kuneff provides information at one of 5 

public meetings held at the High Point Public 
Library’s Morgan Room. 

MAIN STREET PROJECT

 



CITY OF HIGH POINT
COMMUNICATIONS AND

 PUBLIC ENGAGEMENT

CPE has a new member on its team.  Fanta Dorley now serves as 
the new Human Relations Manager for the City of High Point.  Prior 
to joining our team, she completed one year as an AmeriCorps 
VISTA stationed at the United Way of Greater Greensboro where 
she was the pilot coordinator for the integrated services model 
to create community collaborations between human service 
organizations. At the same time, she continues to operate her own 
consulting firm to assist small business startup and nonprofit board 
development. She brings a wealth of 
knowledge concerning government 
and community collaborations 
through her experience as Chair 
of the Commission on the Status 
of Women for Greensboro, as 
well as numerous task force and 
boards such as YWCA, Urban 
Ministry, Interactive Resource 
Center, Commission of Aging 
and Troops to Firefighters just 
to name a few.  We want to 
welcome Fanta not only 
to our team, but to the 
City of High Point! 

HUMAN RELATIONS
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 HIGH POINT PUBLIC LIBRARY

Over 160 people packed the Lecture Gallery at 
the High Point Museum on April 11 to hear best-

selling author Christina Baker Kline as she 
discussed her book Orphan Train.  Ms. Kline’s 
appearance was funded by the High Point 
Public Library Foundation and the Friends 
of High Point Public Library. It was the 
culminating event of the High Point Public 

Library’s first community read, which was 
based on this book.  Since the kick off in 
January, the library has sponsored book 
discussions, films, and other programs based 
on themes found in the book.  The High 

Point Museum created two exhibits related to the book – a 
photographic display of the history of trains in High Point, 
and an exhibit concerning child labor in High Point.    



MAYOR BENCINI 
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CITY OF HIGH POINT

The US Naval Academy’s Women’s Rowing team chose to 
practice here in High Point on Oak Hollow Lake this past 
month.  Approximately 50 athletes and coaches were there 
for the training.  Mayor Bencini was fortunate enough to 
capture a photo with the ladies of the United States Naval 
Academy. We are happy they chose Oak Hollow Lake as 

their training facility!



HIGH POINT MUSEUM
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The High Point Museum had 
approximately 130 people on 
campus for its “Stop, Drop and Learn” 
program on April 9. This event was 
a partnership between the Museum, 
Fire Department and High Point 
University. Five students from an 
event planning class coordinated 
the event which included music, 
food, bucket brigade, crafts and face 
painting. The City’s Antique fire truck 
and modern fire truck were on hand 
for people to look at and climb on. 
Toccatones and Petal Points from 
High Point University performed 
through the day.

Stop, Drop & Learn
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PARKS AND REC
CITY OF HIGH POINT

Mayor Bencini threw out the first pitch to 
start off this season of The Miracle League 
High Point.  “Every Child Deserves a 
Chance to Play Baseball” is the Vision 
of The Miracle League.  They strive to 
Provide opportunities to all 
children with special needs 
to play baseball regardless 
of their abilities. 

PLAY BALL!



PUBLIC SERVICES
ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES
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Keep High Point Beautiful!

On April 30, the City of High Point is taking part in the 2016 
Great American Clean Up.  This year, the City is looking 
for over 3000 volunteers to help clean up the City.  If you 
are interested in giving back to your community, the City 
is interested in giving back to you.  If you sign up and 
volunteer, the city will give back to you four hours of PAID 
TIME OFF!  Please register with Rebecca Coplin and make 
sure you sign in when you arrive! 

CLICK HERE TO SIGN UP!
Register with Rebecca Coplin
8:00-8:45AM Sign in
1:00PM End of clean up

SEE YOU THERE!!

NATIONAL PUBLIC WORKS WEEK!

This week is about advocacy and education on behalf of public works and the men and 
women who provide those services on a daily basis. We educate the kids and expose 
them to the important, community-sustaining things  we do every day. They in turn, 
take this info, get excited about it and tell their parents (and anyone else who will 
listen). With education, putting information in their hands and describing the simple 
ways they can be involved; we may actually get these households to focus more on 
recycling, not putting fats/oils/grease down the drain and future job opportunities.  
These are our future employees, elected officials and customers. We want them to 

recognize and understand the importance of what we do!

https://form.jotform.com/60604603274146
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CITY OF HIGH POINT
FLEET SERVICES

Fleet Services is rolling out another new vehicle! This is a compact 
refuse truck that will be used daily for route work and special events 

like Keep High Point Beautiful and the Furniture Market!



POLICE DEPARTMENT
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CITY OF HIGH POINT

Governing, a national monthly 
magazine, covers policy, politics and the 
management of government enterprises.  
It recognized the City of High Point and 
its Domestic Violence initiative.  The City, 
for a period of time, had the highest 
rate of domestic violence in the state of 
North Carolina.  The HPPD embraced a 
number of initiatives to control domestic 
violence and implemented a program to 
try and eradicate it.  Cities from all over 
the country as well as the U.S. Justice 
Department are now replicating our 
approach.  Congratulations to our Police 
Department in keeping this city safe! 
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FIRE DEPARTMENT
CITY OF HIGH POINT

On March 30, 2016 the City of High Point 
Graduated its 45th recruit training class.  
These 6 recruits are now officially City of High 
Point Fire Fighters.  Welcome to the city and 
Congratulations on your achievement!  

HPFD 45th Graduating Recruit Class

Pictured left to right: Brandon Surmons, 
Brandon Blackwell, Kyle Vernon, Kevin 
Alphin, Ben Forrest, Dallas Farmer



CITY OF HIGH POINT
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
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CITY OF HIGH POINT
MATERIAL RECYCLING CENTER

A normal month for the MRF is around 600 tons of all items...
During Market we are taking in 3 to 4 times the amount we do on 
a regular month.   
In addition, we usually process around 500 tons of just market 
cardboard in a few weeks each market.  
So far at the beginning of Spring Furniture Market, the MRF has 
already shipped out a record 327 tons of furniture cardboard and 
they aren’t even halfway through the pile!



New! High Point Has Talent – Seeking Contestants 
Do you, or someone you know, have what it takes to be a Star?  HIGH POINT HAS 
TALENT! is an exciting new event, the first of its kind in the area, sponsored by the 
Friends of the High Point Theatre. Open to anyone in North Carolina, registration for 
the auditions will be available starting April 22, 2016, with a performance on October 
8th.  
Auditions will be held on Monday and Tuesday, August 29 and 30, 2016, at the High 
Point Theatre. Finalists will have the opportunity to win cash prizes of $500, $250 
and $100 for winning.  In addition, there will be voting and a cash prize for a People’s 
Choice Award.
For information about how you can become a contestant or sponsor, visit the High Point Theatre 
website: highpointtheatre.com.  There you will find the registration information and artist 
requirements for participation.  For additional information contact House Manager Karen Rimmer at  
karen.rimmer@highpointnc.gov or call 336-883-3625.

HIGH POINT THEATRE

15

2015-2016 Passport to Entertainment Series Continues …
Sweet Honey in the Rock   
Saturday, May 14, 2016 – 8:00 PM                                     
Grammy Award winning Sweet Honey in The Rock 
produces soulful harmonies and intricate rhythms 
by capturing the complex sounds of blues, spirituals, 
traditional gospel hymns, reggae, African chants, hip hop, 
and jazz improvisation

Jeanne Robertson 
Sunday, May 15, 2016 – 3:00 PM                 
Standing 6’2”, this beloved humorist not only commands 
the stage but literally stands above her profession, 
explaining why it’s a bad idea to send a man to the grocery 
store, go rafting without a Baptist in the boat or bungee-
jump naked.



CITY OF HIGH POINT
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FURNITURE MARKET

APRIL 16-20



Brought to you by:  
 

City of High Point  
Communications and Public Engagement Department

High Point, NC 27260
336.883.3288   

Ryan.Ferguson@highpointnc.gov 

/HighPointNC.gov@CityOfHighPoint /CityofHighPoint

OR FOLLOW US ON:

www.HighPointNC.gov

“Creating the single most livable, safe and prosperous community in America”

http://www.highpointnc.gov

