
City of High Point Animal Control

Unattended Tethering Ordinance
The City of High Point and the High Point Police 
Department Animal Control would like the City of 
High Point residents to be aware of a new animal 
ordinance prohibiting the unattended tethering and 
chaining of dogs within the city limits of High Point.  

The effective date was November 1, 2015



Questions & Answers
Q: What is unattended tethering and chaining? A: The practice includes the use of a rope, chain or the like to 

tie, fasten, or otherwise restrain a dog to a stationary object 
for the purpose of keeping the dog under control. Examples of 
those objects are a tree, fence, ground stake, house or trolley 
system.

Q: Is walking your dog on a leash considered 
tethering?

A: The practice of walking a dog on a hand held leash is not 
considered tethering and is actually encouraged!

Q: Is it okay to be outside with my dog while it is 
tethered?

A: Yes. Attended tethering and chaining is legal within the city 
limits of High Point.

Q: How much time do people who currently 
tether/chain their dogs have to make the change?

A: From 11/1/2015 to 11/1/2016: 1 year education & outreach 
program
From 11/1/2016 until 5/1/2017: 6 month written warning for lack 
of compliance
From 5/1/2017: Full enforcement begins

Q: What are the alternatives to unattended 
tethering and chaining?

A: Train your dog to be an inside dog, install a dog pen/run 
outside of your home, build a fence around the perimeter of 
your yard and/or remain outside with your dog when it is being 
tethered or chained.

A: Other Jurisdictions have shown that the tethering and 
chaining restrictions do the following:
                      -Decreases the number of reported dog bites. 
                      -Reduce unwanted litters of puppies.
                      -Reduce cruelty cases.

Q: How does the adoption of this ordinance affect 
city resources?

For More information contact: 
High Point Police Department 

Animal Control
336.883.3224
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