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 downloadable e-books 

NC LIVE's newest e-book collection provides over 150,000 titles to read online or download to a computer or 
mobile device – at no charge!  Find brand-new and classic texts from major university presses, popular political 
and psychology titles, memoirs, textbooks and encyclopedias, and much more.  All you need is your library card. 

Get there 
1. Go to NC LIVE's homepage (http://www.nclive.org or use the link on the library's webpage) 
2. Select "eBooks" (under "Browse") 
3. Select "ebrary Academic and Public Library Complete" 

 If you're at home, you'll be prompted to choose your library (High Point Public), then enter your 
library barcode number. 

Create an account (optional) 
 Set up a free ebrary account to: 

o Download books for offline-reading on your computer or mobile device 
o Save titles to your online bookshelf, as well as your bookmarks and notes on texts you've read 

 Use the "Sign In" link on any ebrary page, then select "Create Account" 

 Fill out the form with your information 
o Make sure to remember or record your login information.  Note that your password must be at 

least 8 characters long. 

 Sign in any time you visit ebrary to enjoy full site access 

Find a title 

 

 Use the "Simple Search" box for basic keyword-searching 
o This look for matches in the full text of each book, as well as title, author, and subject headings. 

 Use "Advanced" search for more precise keyword-searching 
o Limit searches to specific fields, for example: 

 
This search will only return results where Diane Ravitch is listed as an author – it will not return 
books that simply mention her name or cite her work. 

http://www.nclive.org/
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o Limit results to books published in a certain time period, for example: 

 
This search will only return books mentioning apps that have a publication date of 2012 or 
later.  The end of the range, 2099, is automatically generated as a placeholder – if the "to" date 
is left blank, the results will be limited to only books published in 2012. 

o Use the  buttons to add another search field or remove part of a current search 
o Change the way your results are displayed to suit your preferences: 

 
The "View" options affect how much detail is displayed for each search result.  The "Sort results 
by" options change the order in which results are shown: relevance puts the best matches to 
your search query at the top; title, contributor [author], and publisher sort alphabetically; date 
lets you put the newest or oldest books at the top of the list. 

 From the homepage, choose a broad topic to browse related titles 

 Select a cover image or title to view more information about a book, including whether it's available for 
download 

o All titles are available for online reading at all times – but the number of simultaneous 
downloads of a title may be limited by the publisher.  (A few publishers don't permit any 
downloading.) 

Read online 
Viewing an item record, you'll see: 

1. Availability information for the specific 
title, including publisher-set copying 
and printing limits and download 
availability 

2. Buttons to open the book in your 
browser ("Read Online") or download it 
to your computer or device 

3. Additional options to save it to your 
ebrary account's Bookshelf, copy a link 
to send in an e-mail or bookmark in 
your browser, and get a machine-
generated citation* 

4. Table of contents links let you jump 
directly to a book section or chapter in 
your browser 

 

                                                           
*At this writing, NC LIVE is working to improve ebrary integration, so please contact the library if you have trouble linking 
directly to books.  Additionally, as always, machine-generated citations are prone to errors. 
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 ebrary supports in-browser reading in recent versions of most browsers, including Internet Explorer 9+ 
o For best results on small screens, press "X" to close the left panel, then adjust the zoom level 

 Key control options to know include: 
[On the left side of the screen] 

   search within the book for a keyword or phrase 
[At the top of the screen] 

  highlight text, add a note, or bookmark a page (if you're logged into ebrary, 
these will be saved) 

  zoom out or in (only affects book pages, not controls or left panel) 

  click on the current page number to enter a specific page to view 

o Currently, only one page may be viewed at a time (though a two-page spread option is in 
development), so use your scrollbar, mouse wheel, or touchscreen to scroll. 

Download and read offline 
 Create your ebrary account (see above) and log in 

 Find a title you want and select "Download" 

 As prompted, download the appropriate software: 
o For desktop computers or laptops, use 

Adobe Digital Editions 
o For iOS or Android mobile devices, use 

Bluefire Reader 

 Download the book! 

 The next steps vary based on the device you're 
using and your local download settings.  For 
further instructions or technical assistance, please 
contact the library or consult ebrary's help 
documents. 
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Keep in mind 

 Downloaded books are "returned" automatically after 7 or 14 days – no overdue fines, ever! 

 You may return a book before the due date to make it available for other users. 

 If a book isn't available for download (whether due to publisher restrictions or because it's already 
checked-out), you can still read it online. 

 Setting up a free ebrary account is easy to do and lets you access your online bookshelf anywhere you 
go.  You might even create multiple bookshelves, each on a different topic, and share them with others. 

 With over 150,000 titles, this collection ranges from popular nonfiction to monographs from university 
presses.  That means you might find something to read for fun, the manual you need to learn a new 
software or develop a professional skill, or even a great source to consult for your next research paper. 

 You can contact the library at any time for help using ebrary or any other online resource. 


