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Letter from the President
Considering what has happened over
the past month, I found it difficult to
compose an upbeat introduction letter
to everyone,at first. (It seems like a
year—but no—it has not even been a
month.) On June 1st, we were informed
that the City of High Point would no
longer fund the operation of the High
Point Museum—it would be cut from
the 2020/2021 budget. After the shock
wore off, the challenge to do whatever we
could to keep the Museum funded and
open was accepted.
And as I put “pen to paper” now, the
things to feel upbeat and optimistic
about are numerous.
Let’s start with the dedication of our loyal
members of the High Point Historical
Society and our community. In the past
weeks, you have demonstrated to the city
council the need and importance of the
Museum. You have made phone calls,
sent emails and letters, and campaigned
at work, church, and on social media
to anyone who would listen. Based on
what city officials are telling us, it was an
effective campaign. You have been heard.
The conversations between the
community, the council members, and

the city officials demonstrates everyone’s
need to be heard. Civil conversation,
compromise, and sharing a common
goal were and are the guiding factors for
productive and constructive change. We
have just begun these conversations and
in the next year, we will have more.
Now we know the compromise—the
High Point Museum will be funded
for the 2020/2021 year, operating with
a 40% budget cut. Although hours of
operation have been cut, it will remain
open. Staff has been cut, but a core staff
will remain to support the museum and
HPHS. Volunteers have reached out to
the museum and HPHS offering hours
of service. We have a revived community
interest and an opportunity to make the
museum experience better.
So, I am OPTIMISTIC. I am up for
the challenge. My question to you and
others is: are you ready, willing, and able
to support our mission? Give us a call,
drop us a line—we gladly will embrace
your help!
Many thanks to all!!

Annette Cox
Mary Cox
Randy & Heidi Culler
Renewing Members
Ellen Denker
Laura Allred
Zoe & Michael
Mary & Robert Barnett
Draelos
Gertrude Beal
Polly Fuller
Samuel Bickley
Phillip Fulton
Mike & Cece Biesecker Gilbert & Marita
Tom & Maryellen Burke Gates
Geraldine Castillejos
Rebecca Gurkin

In light of the changes being
made to Museum staffing, it falls
to the Historical Society to take
a more active role in the society’s
operations.
If you have some time and would
like to give back to the society in
a significant way, please consider
volunteering your time in the
following efforts:
Greeter Services: working the
front desk, answering the phone,
greeting Museum visitors, etc.
Please contact Edith Brady at:
edith.brady@highpointnc.gov
Membership Communications:
helping with monthly bulk
mailings, contributing posts to
potential social media platforms,
communicating with members,
etc. Please contact Julie Raynor at:
julie.raynor@highpointnc.gov

— Van Voorhees Trivette
HPHS President 2020/2021 year

Membership Update: Jan.–Mar. 2020
New Members
Brenda Coates

Historical Society
Members! We need
your help!

Gloria Halstead
Gayle Kearns
Jerry & Mary Lou Kyle
Rick & Margaret Lewis
Mary D. Lyles
Constance Lyons
Ann & James Morgan
Dave & Kay Phillips
John S. Pickett
Helen Preston
Jan & Sylvia Samet

Lillian Scofield
Gus Schwenk
Paul Siceloff
Kay & Jim Snow
Virginia Thomas
John & Sherry Vaughan
Jordan Washburn
Gene S. (Punny)
Wasmer
Gloria Wilson
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ARTIFACT CONSERVATION

Crowd-Sourcing Conservation
Contributed by Marian Inabinett, Museum Curator of Collections

The Historical Society’s main mission is to care for the artifacts in its collection. While that
means upkeep and preservation on a daily basis, sometimes objects will need conservation
treatment for its long-term preservation.
Since 2012, the Historical Society has held an Adopt-An-Artifact campaign which raises
funds to conserve selected items. Conservation by trained experts carries a higher price-tag
than everyday preservation methods. By selecting significant items that need extensive work
and raising funds separately, we do not have to include those costs in the general Historical
Society annual budget. You could say it is “pay-as-you-go crowd-sourcing,” and we are very
grateful to the donors who connected with and adopted an artifact over the past seven years.
How do we choose artifacts? Often, it is simply our professional judgement that an object,
photograph, or document needs care sooner rather than later to help us retain it in good
condition for years to come. Other objects are ones which will generate excitement for the
campaign as well as the collection overall. Some items are ones that we intend to use in
upcoming exhibits.
While we haven’t fully considered which items we plan to “put up for adoption” in 2020, we
know that the Washington Street First Baptist Church pulpit is on the list. We discovered
that the top is in poor shape as we have been redesigning the New South section of the core
exhibit gallery. Here is an artifact that has benefitted from the Adopt-An-Artifact campaign
in years’ past, a photo of the employees of the Moffitt Underwear Company taken in 1922:

Meet our new Board Members!
Thanks so much to all of our members for the strong response in voting for our
Board of Trustees by mail this year! The Society has unanimously elected two new
Trustees, and we’ve asked them to share a little bit about their backgrounds and their
passion for High Point and its history.
Liz Moore Shaver,
Member of Board
of Trustees
“As a thirdgeneration High
Point furniture
designer. and a
lover of our city and philanthropy, it is
my honor to serve as a Board Member,
and to help make a difference in our
High Point community.”

Stephen Pollock,
Jr., Treasurer
and Member of
Board of Trustees
“As a resident
of High Point
since 2013, I
want to play a role in the continued
preservation of High Point’s history
and to work on engaging a younger
generation.”

Artifact
Contributions:
Jan–Mar. 2020
Anne Andrews, Donor
Hat ornament, belonged to Joseph
Welborn; Bracelet, made from a
Japanese Zero bomber for Anne
and brought home by her uncle
Joseph Welborn
Mary Fay Bodenheimer, Donor
Seven Printing plates, Tomlinson of
High Point. Tentatively identified
Sidney H. Tomlinson, Jr., Charles
F. Tomlinson, and William A.
Tomlinson.
Charlotte-Mecklenburg Library,
Donor
Postcard, First Methodist Protestant
Church. Sent from George Isaacson
to Nelda Isaacson in Yonkers, NY,
September 29, 1941.
Greg and Candace Cundiff, Donor
Uniform, US Marines, World
War II/Korean War, belonging to
William Henry Cundiff (Jacket,
pants, cap, medals, ribbons, pins;
Medal in box, earned by Mr.
Cundiff; Photo, Mr. Cundiff and
wife, Pansy Johnson Cundiff, at
Veterans event; Two Membership
cards belonging to Pansy Cundiff:
Ladies Auxiliary VFW and Disabled
American Veterans Auxiliary; Photo,
“Bill”, saluting in uniform; Photo,
two soldiers in combat uniform,
standing; Photo, two soldiers in
combat uniform, squatting
F&M Bank, Jessica Collins, Donor
Selected archival materials,
photographs, and commemorative
items from High Point Bank.
Susan Hedgecock, Donor
Eight Scrapbooks, compiled by
the Guild of High Point Regional
Hospital, 1945-1994.
Marsha Kay Mendenhall, Donor
Army uniform cap. Belonged to
Helen Evonne Hunter Weant
Scanned photograph of Helen.
William Phillips, Donor
Political campaign sign, Cyril
Jefferson, 2019 City Council
election.
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VOLUNTEER SPOTLIGHT

Paul Ringel
Paul Ringel joined the Historical
Society Board in the 2014–15
year. He has served as Secretary
for his entire six years of
service. For the past two years he
has also headed up the Program
Committee, which organizes the
monthly Guild Series programs
and out-of-town bus trips. A history professor at
High Point University, Paul has strengthened the
relationship between the Museum and the University,
encouraging his students to use Museum’s resources
and providing several opportunities for them to share
their history research with Museum audiences.
Here are some reflections from Paul about his time on
the Board:
I don’t remember exactly how I found out about
the Historical Society, but it was probably through
meeting members at one of the museum programs.
I had already developed a working relationship with
the museum staff through my research and teaching
on local African-American history. Edith asked
me if I was interested in joining the Board, and I
was surprised there wasn’t a High Point University
faculty member already serving. It is vital for the
Museum, the Historical Society, and HPU to have
a strong reciprocal relationship, and nurturing those
relationships is some of the work I’m most proud of
from my time on the Board.
Maintaining and expanding the significance of the
Historical Society in the future requires that the
organization continues to promote diverse visions
of the history of High Point. My sense is that a
lot of people perceive the Historical Society as the
realm of High Point’s longtime leading families. I
don’t think that’s an accurate assessment of the work
that’s actually happening at the Museum or within
the Historical Society. Communicating the message
that the Museum is a space where the different
communities and cultures of High Point can engage
and learn about each other is a way to encourage
friends and colleagues—many of whom are, like me,
transplants to the area—to join us in our efforts to
share the stories of our city.
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MUSEUM STORE NEWS

Piece by Piece — Museum
Store Adapts to COVID-19
Contributed by Abby Lewallen,
Museum Store Manager

It did not take long after being
closed a few weeks for the wheels to
start turning in the store manager’s
head. Realizing that people had
rediscovered the joy of puzzles, and
that they were getting hard to find,
she seized a perfect opportunity.
Within minutes of social media advertising, requests started pouring
in and within one week, the museum store had sold out of puzzles!
Prepayment was made possible through our versatile Clover point of
sale system’s Flex device that allows Abby to run sales transactions from
home. Curbside pickup was activated and boom! The first “piece of the
puzzle” was in place.
Once the first piece of the puzzle was in place, finding the next was
easy. Every couple of weeks, the store featured certain products and
started with high-demand products.
Our Raleigh, North
Carolina produced line
of all-natural soaps and
lotions was the obvious
first choice. Everyone
washes their hands, right?
Other items featured
included High-Point made
cloth masks and museum
store gift certificates. Gift
certificates are the perfect
way to support NOW
and shop LATER. Gift
certificate sales will help us
finish the fourth quarter a
little stronger. Who do you
need to purchase a gift for?
It is our hope that the
museum and store have
made it onto the “radar” of
our great citizens and that
it is seen as a bright spot
during these trying times.

Incoming HPHS
2020-21 Board of
Trustees
Van Voorhees Trivette, President
Emily Gallimore, President-Elect
Julie Raynor, Secretary
Stephen Pollock, Treasurer
Brandon Hedrick, Immediate
Past President
Tyler Adamson
Tawannah Allen
Donald Belton
Susie Bland
Brian Evans
Joe Gray
Jamie Harris
Randall Johnson
Jordan Lessard
Liz Moore Shaver
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Thank you, Brandon Hedrick!
Brandon Hedrick’s term as President is ending, but
we’re excited for the ways he will continue to be
involved in the Historical Society.

Here are some remembrances:
Brandon is a man of many talents. He built his new home, working with
his mother who is contractor. He’s a fisherman, tax accountant, true
negotiator, devoted father and husband, farmer, and beekeeper.
Thank you, Brandon, for leading us so well!

DAY-TRIPPING

Stuck at home? Not a
problem!
The High Point Museum’s Virtual Exhibits
illustrate the many stories of High Point and
unique objects in our collection. Current
exhibits feature local sports, City Lake Park,
High Point Normal & Industrial Institute, and
many other topics. New exhibits are frequently
added and can be found here:
 www.highpointnc.gov/1651/VirtualExhibits

High Point Historical Society
1859 E. Lexington Avenue
High Point, NC 27262

Brandon joined the Historical Society Board in the
2015–16 year. He started out serving as Treasurer and
later transitioned to President, serving in that role for
two years. Under his leadership the Historical Society
has clarified and tightened its focus on caring for its growing artifact
collection displayed at the High Point Museum. Brandon led efforts to
consolidate investment accounts and create a spending policy that both
protects and effectively guides the use of funds entrusted to the Historical
Society for preserving High Point history. Most recently he spearheaded
the efforts of the Historical Society to urge City Council to find a way to
continue funding the High Point Museum. He will remain on the Board
for one more year in the role of Immediate Past President.

