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INCIDENT TYPE – SEVERE WEATHER INFORMATION

HIGH POINT, NC – The City of High Point and surrounding areas are expecting an impactful amount of ice
to accumulate beginning Wednesday evening and into most of the morning on Thursday. When ice
begins to accumulate this can trigger widespread power outages, including traffic signals at
intersections, drivers losing control of their vehicles and colliding into objects and other vehicles on the
road, and prolonged emergency services responses.
The High Point Police Department is asking you to stay off the roads and do not drive. If you feel the
need to drive in icy conditions and your vehicle becomes incapable of moving and you call the police,
you should expect delays. When police are called during this time, the calls will be prioritized and police
will be dispatched accordingly. If you are the sole vehicle involved in a collision with another object, a
police officer will call you and retrieve your pertinent information for a traffic accident report to be
completed, the officer will not be responding in person.
Some helpful hints and suggestions if you choose to drive, first: DO NOT DRIVE, if you must then avoid
risky behavior such as speeding – increase your travel distance in between vehicles. Do not text and
drive, speed, or use drugs/alcohol while driving, and always wear your seatbelt. The best hint that can
be given is DO NOT DRIVE and help prevent a bad situation from getting worse.
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serious crimes. Callers with successful tips remain anonymous and receive rewards up to $5,000.
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Second, DO NOT DRIVE, but if you must then change the way you drive. Drive slower than you normally
do and increase the distance between you and the car in front of you. Do not utilize cruise control,
brake quickly, or take sharp turns. As far as being prepared, make sure your gas tank is full of gas and
keep cash with you. Without power, ATMs will not work, or simply DO NOT DRIVE.

Third, and most important, DO NOT DRIVE, but if you must, then pack an emergency supply kit if you
decide to drive in icy conditions. The kit should include at least, your cell phone, charger, batteries,
blankets, flashlight, and a first-aid kit. Make sure your vehicle is ready to be driven in dangerous
conditions. If you leave your home, make sure your vehicle is clear of any ice or anything that can
obstruct your view, or simply DO NOT DRIVE. This is not the time to sightsee or to gawk at damage.
Stay and home and stay safe.
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Fourth, you need to plan in the event of widespread power outages at home and on the road. Have a
plan in place for your home. When the power goes out the traffic signals will not work. In the event of
traffic signals not operating, you will need to treat the intersections as a four-way stop. All traffic must
stop in all four directions. The first to arrive a the intersection will be the first to enter the intersection.
Once you begin to proceed through the intersection, do so with caution.
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In the event of a power failure, every effort will be made to have officers directing traffic at the largest
intersections in the city. There are over 250 intersections in the City of High Point, and most will not
have a police presence.
Fifth, know the difference between a watch, warning, and advisory. A watch is that conditions are
favorable for a winter storm event, with the threat to life or property and there is an increase in the
threat. A warning is the event is occurring, imminent or likely. An advisory is information that is issued
on the expected amount of accumulation.
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The best advice that can be given during these expected dangerous conditions is Do Not Drive.

Press Release prepared by Lieutenant Matt Truitt
###
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