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UPDATE Introduction
• Urban Placemaking to Develop and Transform 
the Economy of High Point

• Re‐write of High Point’s Development 
Ordinance

• Funded by a Federal H.U.D. grant

• Approximately three years to complete

• Draft document prepared 
• Public hearing process to start in near future 3



“Road	Map”	
for	the	
Updated	
Development	
Ordinance
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• Enhance Structure and Organization

• Integrate Graphics and Tables

• Streamline Development Review Procedures

• Reduce Reliance on Special Uses & Exceptions

• Clarify Code Language for More Predictability

• Create Consistency with National Best Practices

Key		Themes	1&	2:		Increase	User‐ and	
Customer‐Friendliness
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• Recognize Urban 
Character

• Encourage More                     
Use‐Mixing

• Add Contextual 
Dimensional Standards

• Avoid Suburban‐Style 
Development 
Standards

Key	Theme	3:	Implement	Core	City	Plan
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Key	Theme	4:		Protect/Revitalize	
Neighborhoods

• Allow for Sensitive Infill and 
Redevelopment

• Add Contextual Compatibility 
Standards

• Establish Development 
Standards based on Context

• Add a Neighborhood 
Conservation Overlay District
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Key	Theme	5:	Promote	More	Livable	
Development	in	Greenfield	Areas

• Review Gateway Corridor 
Overlay Standards

• Modernize Parking Standards
• Clarify Landscaping & Screening 
Standards

• Add Greenway Provisions
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Key	Theme	6:		Add	Flexibility	and	
Incentives

• Two‐Tiered Administrative 
Adjustment Process

• Alternative Forms of Compliance

• Contextual Dimensional 
Standards in Core City

• Sustainable Development 
Incentives

• Tree Protection Incentives
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Updated	Development	Ordinance	
Structure
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• Chapter 1: General Provisions

• Chapter 2: Administration

• Chapter 3: Zoning Districts

• Chapter4: Use Standards

• Chapter 5: Development Standards
• Chapter 6: Environmental Standards

• Chapter 7: Subdivisions

• Chapter 8: Nonconformities

• Chapter 9: Enforcement
• Chapter 10: Measurement and Definitions



Chapter	1:	General	Provisions
KEY ELEMENTS

• Purpose and Intent 
Statements

• Relationship to Adopted 
Policy Guidance

• Procedures Manual

• Transitional Provisions

• District Translation Table

• Vested Rights Provisions

STRUCTURE
• 1.1. Title
• 1.2. Authority
• 1.3. General Purpose and 
Intent

• 1.4. Applicability
• 1.5. Conformance With City 
Adopted Policy Guidance

• 1.6. Procedures Manual
• 1.7. Relationship to Other 
Laws, Agreements or Rights

• 1.8. Transitional Provisions
• 1.9. Transition to New Zoning 
Districts

• 1.10. Vested Rights
• 1.11. Severability
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Chapter	2:	Administration
KEY ELEMENTS

• Summary Table of Procedures

• Powers, Duties, and 
Composition of Review 
Authorities

• New Standard Review 
Procedures

• Review Standards for 
Applications Decided by 
Review Bodies

• Review Standards for 
Applications Decided by Staff

STRUCTURE
• 2.1. Summary Development 
Review Table

• 2.2. Review Authorities
• 2.3. Standard Review 
Procedures

• 2.4. Review Procedures 
Subject to Decision‐Making 
Body Review and Decision

• 2.5. Review Procedures 
Subject to Staff Review and 
Decision
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Chapter	3:	Zoning	Districts
KEY ELEMENTS

• New District Names
• District Consolidations
• New District Layout
• Contextual Options in Core 
City

• Revised MS/MX Districts
• Two Context‐Based PD 
Districts

• New Neighborhood 
Conservation Overlay 
District

STRUCTURE
• 3.1. General Provisions
• 3.2. General Zoning Districts 
Established

• 3.3. Residential Zoning 
Districts

• 3.4. Business Zoning Districts
• 3.5. Special Zoning Districts
• 3.6. Conditional Zoning 

Districts
• 3.7. Planned Development 

Zoning Districts
• 3.8. Overlay Zoning Districts
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Chapter	4:	Use	Standards
KEY ELEMENTS

• Simplified Use 
Classification System

• Procedure for Unlisted 
Uses

• Reduction in the Number 
of Use‐Specific Standards

• More “By‐Right” Uses
• Accessory Use Section
• Temporary Use Section

STRUCTURE
• 4.1. Principal Use Table
• 4.2. Use Classifications, Use 

Categories, & Use Types
• 4.3. Use Standards
• 4.4. Accessory Structures 

and Uses
• 4.5. Temporary Uses
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CHAPTER	4
Use	Standards
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Chapter	5:	Development	Standards
KEY ELEMENTS

• New Street and Parking Lot 
Cross Access Requirements

• Revised, Context‐based 
Parking Standards with 
Additional Clarity 

• Updated Landscaping 
Provisions, including new 
Standards for Parking Lots

• New Screening 
Requirements

STRUCTURE
• 5.1. Public Infrastructure
• 5.2. Zone Lot and Access 
Standards

• 5.3. Off‐Street Parking and 
Loading

• 5.4. Landscaping Standards
• 5.5. Screening
• 5.6. Signage
• 5.7. Sidewalks
• 5.8. Exterior Lighting
• 5.9. Fences
• 5.10. Open Space
• 5.11. Development Types
• 5.12. Sustainability Incentives 20



Chapter	5:	Development	Standards
KEY ELEMENTS (CONT)

• Reformatted Signage 
Standards Carried Forward

• New Sidewalk Standards, 
including in‐lieu fees

• Development Type 
Standards:
multiple lot developments, 
pocket neighborhoods,  
large retail developments, 
corner retail, & conservation 
subdivisions

• New Incentives for 
Sustainable Development

STRUCTURE
• 5.1. Public Infrastructure
• 5.2. Zone Lot and Access 
Standards

• 5.3. Off‐Street Parking and 
Loading

• 5.4. Landscaping Standards
• 5.5. Screening
• 5.6. Signage
• 5.7. Sidewalks
• 5.8. Exterior Lighting
• 5.9. Fences
• 5.10. Open Space
• 5.11. Development Types
• 5.12. Sustainability Incentives 21



Chapter	6:	Environmental	
Standards

KEY ELEMENTS
• Carries Forward Current 
Standards for:
• Public Trees
• Watershed Protection
• Soil Erosion/Sedimentation
• Flood Damage Prevention

• Definitions Relocated
• WSO District Established in 
Chapter 3

STRUCTURE
• 6.1. Public Tree Protection
• 6.2. Watershed Protection
• 6.3. Soil Erosion and 

Sedimentation
• 6.4. Flood Damage 

Prevention
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Chapter	7:	Subdivision	Standards
KEY ELEMENTS

• Carries Forward Current 
Subdivision Standards

• Revised Financial 
Guarantees (including New 
Maintenance Guarantees)

• New HOA Requirements
• Greenway Dedication 
Requirements

• New Public Land 
Dedication Procedures

STRUCTURE
• 7.1. Subdivisions
• 7.2. Financial Guarantees
• 7.3. Homeowners’ or 

Property Owners’ 
Association

• 7.4. Greenway Dedication
• 7.5. Reservation of Public 

Land
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Chapter	8:	Nonconformities
KEY ELEMENTS

• Addresses Nonconforming 
Uses, Structures, Lots, 
Signs, and Sites

• Standards for Individual 
Uses

• Adds Setback, Relocation, 
and Alteration Provisions 
for Nonconforming 
Structures

• Adds Nonconforming Site 
Features Provisions

STRUCTURE
• 8.1. General Applicability
• 8.2. Nonconforming Uses
• 8.3. Nonconforming 
Structures

• 8.4. Nonconforming Lots of 
Record

• 8.5. Nonconforming Signs
• 8.6. Nonconforming Sites
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Chapter	9:	Enforcement

KEY ELEMENTS
• Includes Current 
Enforcement Provisions

• Lists Specific Violations
• Identifies Parties 
Responsible for Violation

• Consolidation of All 
Enforcement Provisions

STRUCTURE
• 9.1. Purpose 
• 9.2. Compliance Required 
• 9.3. Violations
• 9.4. Responsible Persons 
• 9.5. Enforcement Generally
• 9.6. Remedies and Penalties
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Chapter	10:	Measurement	and	
Definitions

KEY ELEMENTS
• General Rules for 
Interpretation

• Rules of Measurement 
• Summary Table of 
Encroachments

• Table of Abbreviations
• Definitions
• Index

STRUCTURE
• 10.1. General Rules for 
Interpretation

• 10.2. Rules of Measurement
• 10.3. Abbreviations
• 10.4. Definitions
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COMMENTS	AND	QUESTIONS
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NEXT	STEPS…
• Prepare a public hearing draft 
version of the Development 
Ordinance

• Public hearing process

• More information: 
www.updatehighpoint.com
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