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Mark Your Calendars for
These Events!
Sept. 9
Arts on the Lawn
Noon-3:00 pm Library
Sept. 12
6:30 pm

Peter Fletcher,
Classical guitar
Museum

Sept. 15-16

Book Sale

Sept. 26
7:00 pm

Will Ferrell Author program
Museum

Oct. 24
6:00 pm

Alice’s Ordinary
People
Museum

Check the library’s website for
more events:
www.highpointpubliclibrary.com

Library Plaza Work Progresses
Steady progress can be seen on the next phase of the library parking lot
renovation project. Workers are trying to
get back on schedule due to a very rainy
spring, and the recent hot, dry weather has
allowed them to make up some of the lost
time. The contractor is working hard to
keep as many parking spaces available as
possible as they work in different areas of
the property. Currently, construction is
underway in the center of the lot where the
permanent market stalls and most of the
new landscaping will be located.

The back portion of the parking lot is available for
parking and is accessible from North Main and

Fortunately, the library has
North Elm.
wonderful neighbors who have offered staff
and customers use of a number of their parking spaces. The former BNC parking lot
has been available to us for the past several months, and the Habitat for Humanity
Restore has offered twenty parking spaces for library staff when needed. Library staff
are taking advantage of these off-site locations and on-street parking, leaving all
parking spaces on library property available for our customers.

The entire parking lot is going to be renovated, so in the not-too-distant future,
work will move to the area directly in front of the building. This is when customers will
experience the greatest inconvenience because the drive-through window and external
material drops will be closed for several weeks. Library staff are locating additional
remote locations where customers will be able to return materials during this period.
Currently, holds may be picked up and materials returned at Deep River Rec Center on
Skeet Club Road and at the Parks and Recreation offices on Northpoint Avenue.
Regular updates on the status of the project can be found on the library’s web
page. The project is slated to be completed by the end of the year, barring unusually
bad weather or unforeseen developments.
Library customers have been flexible this summer as parking options changed
several times. Staff are most appreciative of their patience. Things are inconvenient
now, but the final product — an attractive outdoor space, more parking and landscaping
— will be something of which we all can be proud and well worth the temporary
inconvenience.
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From the President’s Desk
by Ann Lynch

Hello Library Enthusiasts,
This letter is dedicated to one of my favorite things that the Friends give the
library: BookPage. It is a periodical found just across from the checkout desk on the
main floor. This monthly publication gives reviews of books that may or may not be on
your radar. It deals with all genres of literature. I found my new favorite cookbook in
BookPage. I love reading the reviews of Children’s books. Give it a try the next time
you visit the library.
I want to thank everyone for your courtesy and patience during the parking lot
work. Soon we will enjoy a wonderful new space. I hope you have all been to our
Farmers Market. I can only imagine what it will be like after the parking lot improvements are finished.
Until next time, Keep Reading,
Ann Lynch
Books are the quietest and most constant of friends; they are the most accessible and wisest of counselors, and most patient of teachers. ~~~ Charles William Eliot

Assistant Library Director Lorrie Russell Elected to Statewide Office

Our own Lorrie Russell was elected this past spring to the office of Vice President/
President Elect of the North Carolina Library Association. NCLA is a statewide professional
organization of 900 members comprised of staff from public, academic, and special libraries.
Currently, Lorrie serves as NCLA’s treasurer, an office she has held since 2015.
She will take the oath of office at NCLA’s biennial conference in October, 2017, in
Winston-Salem, and will officially begin her new duties in January, 2018. She will serve as
Vice President/President Elect until 2020, when she will assume the role of President for the following two
years.
Lorrie has been with the library since 2006 and as assistant library director, is responsible for the day
-to-day operations of the library, serves as the library’s liaison with several other City departments and outside
vendors, and supervises the custodial, office support and security staff. In addition, Lending Services and
Technical Services division managers report to her.
Congratulations, Lorrie!
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High Point Farmers Market Going Strong
Farmers Market Manager Lee Gann and his vendors have had to be nimble this summer due to
the construction on library property. The Market location
has moved around the parking lot several times since April;
however, it is now settled in at the parking lot of the former
Bank of North Carolina on North Elm Street. Business has been brisk with an
average of 260 customers each Saturday.
High Point University’s Health Sciences Department has been a great
partner, providing a variety of free on-site health screenings every week. Another
popular feature of this year’s Market has been regular raffles for Farmers Market
Bucks, t-shirts, baskets of produce and other items. Over the course of the summer, the Market has attracted a core group of ‘regulars’ who enjoy the convenience of the location, the opportunity to visit with other marketgoers, and buy produce that has been grown locally — some even just blocks away in the heart of
High Point.

L-r: Market Manager Lee Gann, Mayor Pro Tem Jay
Wagner and Librarian Mark Taylor are joined by local
community gardeners as Wagner reads a proclamation
marking Community Garden Week in June.

We’re looking forward to next summer, when the Market will move to beautiful permanent market stalls in the
newly-renovated parking lot.

Alice’s Ordinary People

Documentary Screening and Discussion Coming in October
The High Point Museum will be the venue for a program featuring Alice’s Ordinary People, a
documentary created by filmmaker Craig Dudnick, who has shown the film at schools, libraries and museums across the country over the past few years. The film is about the life and work of Alice Tregay,
who dedicated her life to educating people about their civil rights by providing in-depth neighborhood
civic classes for her neighbors and fellow citizens in Chicago.
Ms. Tregay believed that all individuals have the right and responsibility to participate in their government through
voter registration, campaigning for candidates, running for office and informing themselves of how political processes
work. She was a contemporary of Martin Luther King who recognized her as one of the great civil rights leaders of her
time. She died in 2015, but her influence continues to be seen across the country.
The program is funded by the Friends of the Library and will begin at 6:00 p.m. on Tuesday, October 24.
The screening of the documentary will be followed by a Q&A session with Mr. Dudnick.
The High Point Museum is located at 1859 East Lexington Avenue. Light refreshments will be provided.

High Point Public Library Foundation Offers Fall Programs
On Tuesday, September 12, classical guitarist Peter Fletcher will perform works featured on his
newest CD, along with favorites by J.S. Bach, Erik Satie, Niccolo Paganini and others. The program will
begin at 6:30 p.m. Following the program, there will be an opportunity to visit with Mr. Fletcher and purchase CDs.
The Heated Debates to Ratify the Constitution is the topic of a presentation Dr. Will Ferrell will
give on Tuesday, September 26, at 7:00 p.m. His talk will focus on the many details of the contentious process
of ratifying the US Constitution and how this relates to present day issues. Dr. Ferrell is the author of Secrets
of Sterling Shearin: The Noblest Cause, an historical novel focused on this period in American history.
Both programs are free to the public and will be held in the Lecture Gallery of the High Point Museum
due to the parking lot construction at the High Point Public Library.
And… mark your calendar now for Thursday, May 10, 2018, at 7:30 p.m., when Dr. Elliot Engel returns to High
Point to present A Light History of the English Language. The event will be held at the High Point Theatre.
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More details to come!

Summer Fun at the Library….Thanks to the Friends!

860 attended Dance Week programs held in
August. The Friends have supported Dance
Week for the past four years, and it has become one of the summer’s most popular
events.
L-r: Mexican traditional dancers; Suah African
Dance Troupe; North Carolina Youth Tap Ensemble.

Library Associate Pam Lyon does
a program at a local senior citizens facility. The Friends provide
funds for supplies for this outreach service provided by the
Readers Services Division.

Friends sponsored a bowling and pizza
party for the 30 Junior Friends volunteers
who helped with the summer reading program in the Children’s Division.

Friends funding supported this and other
Teen programs throughout the summer.
Teen participation in summer reading programs increased significantly this year.

Over 500 people showed up at the library’s Great
American Solar Eclipse party on August 21. Friends
paid for an additional 180 pairs of eclipse glasses,
allowing the library to provide over 300 pairs of free
glasses to the public.
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Spotlight on:
Friends of the Library
Teaching Garden
By Mark Taylor, Librarian, Research Services
In this the fourth year of High Point Public Library Teaching Garden,
there has been a lot success so far this season. Some began last fall. The
garden effectively transitioned from the fall/winter garden into the spring
garden for the very first time since the garden was created. Now the garden is
producing an above average amount of tomatoes, also a first for the garden!
There are several new containers thanks in part to the Indoor
Gardening Class held here in the library back in February by the NC
Extension Services Master Gardener volunteers on container gardening.
Check out the laundry basket that has a pepper and tomato plant growing in it. The original purpose of
the containers was to show that gardening does not have to be difficult or expensive. As it stands now
the container may serve as the temporary garden once the Library Parking lot construction reaches the
garden area. At this point I’m hopeful that the garden will stay intact until fall.
With more containers came the idea to try new herbs as the purpose of the teaching garden
continues to evolve. There is squash and zucchini, tomatoes, cucumbers, pole beans and eggplants,
and there are even two purple tomato plants this year. I would be remiss if I did not mention the
perennial favorite —- the sunflower bed. This year they outdid themselves with some reaching a height
greater than 12 feet! One final note about the Teaching Garden this summer has seen a dramatic
increase in the number of bags of produce. As of July 7th 61 bags had been delivered to food pantries
compared to 39 bags in 2016.
Please take a stroll through the Teaching Garden and enjoy. If you have
any questions about what we are doing here in the garden, you can find me on the
2nd floor in the Research Services division if I’m not out in the garden.
Supplies for the garden are funded primarily through Friends of the Library.
The Friends Board has been very generous the past few years by approving the
money for plants, soil and other supplies. We are very appreciative of Friends’
support for this project, which has been featured in local media on several occasions.
Library staff also presented a well-attended program at the 2015 NC Library Association conference,
and it was recently highlighted at an EPA conference in Washington, DC. Thank you, Friends, for
making this possible!

Pass this newsletter on to a Friend, Neighbor, or Relative !
When you finish enjoying this issue of Among Friends, pass it along to a friend, neighbor, or relative who is not
currently a member of the Friends of the Library. Ask them to complete both sides of this form and mail it or
drop it off at the Library’s Customer Service Desk along with their check, payable to:
FRIENDS OF THE HIGH POINT PUBLIC LIBRARY · P.O. Box 2530 · High Point, NC 27261
What suits my interests—Please check all selections that appeal to you!
I might take part in the following: _____ Book Sale Volunteer
_____ Helping plan programs

_____Writing for this newsletter

_____ Helping plan the annual Friends dinner
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Among Friends
Friends of the High Point Public Library
Post Office Box 2530
High Point, North Carolina 27261

2017 Executive Board
President
Ann Lynch
Secretary
Jana Greer
Treasurer
Holly Davis
Directors
Beth Earnst
Carol yn Jordan
Kathy Lavender
Melissa Butner
Heather Rhodes
Diane Rankin
Laura Blythe-Goodman
SuAnn Klawitter
Immediate Past President
Holly Davis
Library Board Liaison
Forrest Littleton
Executive Secretary
Mary Sizemore

CLIP HERE—SEE REVERSE

P a s s t h i s n e w s l e t t e r o n t o a F r i e n d , N e i g h b o r, o r R e l a t i v e !
When you finish enjoying this issue of Among Friends, pass it along to a friend, neighbor, or relative who is not
currently a member of the Friends of the Library. Ask them to complete both sides of this form and mail it or
drop it off at the Library’s Customer Service Desk along with their check, payable to:

FRIENDS OF THE HIGH POINT PUBLIC LIBRARY · P.O. Box 2530 · High Point, NC 27261

Name:

___________________________________________________________

Address:

________________________________________________________________

City/State/Zip ________________________________________________________________
Day Phone:

_______________________ e-mail: __________________________________

Membership Type- (please check one)
Individual @ $10 _____ Patron @ $15 _____ Family @ $25 _____ Sustaining @ $50 _____
As a 501-C-3 non-profit organization, donations to the Friends of the Library are tax deductible
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